that part of the report read by Dr. Spencer. It is the contra side of the account, what has to be paid for the concentration of teaching material, and I think the penalty exacted will diminish as these special centres develop and, one hopes, become linked up with general hospitals as they are sure to be. Hospitals and centres must follow the population. they serve, and we must look forward to a time when all the material scattered over London will be brought into the teaching scheme and strive to make it available to all students. The present day concentration round certain hospitals with medical schools is not a permanent state, even though it has existed for centuries.
Lady BARRETT, C.B.E. I should like to endorse what Dr. Eden has said so admirably in reference to the smallness of the difference between those who drew up the report and the few who criticized it. The subsidiary report was not intended to be in any way complete in itself, because all those who signed it agreed so cordially with the rest of their colleagues on most of the issues concerned. The one point upon which they felt very strongly was that undergraduate training in obstetrics and gynaecology ought not to be given in an isolated institution, but in a department organized in close relationship with all other branches of medical studies. The majority report had somewhat recognized this principle in the suggestions made for the development of such departments of obstetrics and gynacology in teaching hospitals, and Dr. Eden in his clo §ing remarks again expressed agreement with the principle when he hoped that round the associated units of Obstetrics and Gynaecology complete hospitals might ultimately grow up. We desired that the whole needs of the public with regard to medical service should be kept in view from the beginning, as it is probable that there would be demand for services in medicine and surgery in the same districts in which accommodation for midwifery and gynecology were deficient, and the smaller teaching schools might be combined together to fill this need with advantage both to the public and to their own students.
Dr. W. S. A. GRIFFITH.
Dr. Eden has presented this subject to the -meeting in an admirable way; he has given a perfectly clear r6sumen of the Report of the Committee which has been adopted by the Council. I have waited to hear some effective reply by the opponents of the scheme in support of their views, and some practicable constructive scheme as an alternative to that put forward by the majority, but there has been none.
It appears that the chief and only essential point of difference between them is clear enough. We are all agreed that the ideal course is for each medical school to have its maternity unit in its own premises, but we understand that with the exception of two this is not possible, and in neither of these cases is the accommodation adequate. We say therefore that the only satisfactory alternative is to provide a complete unit outside, which students from all schools could attend. This our critics decline to accept, on grounds the importance of which we all admit-namely, the necessary separation of the units from the other departinents of the schools and hospitals, the closer union of which is so desirable. But if we are convinced of the urgent necessity for reform, are we wise to reject a scheme of such great value though not ideal? Ought we not rather to press it forward with all the means we can secure ? I appeal to both sides to avoid trivial but irritating matters in the discussion, and to unite in the production of a scheme worthy of British obstetrics and of the centre of the Empire.
Dr. HERBERT WILLIAMSON. I wish to add a few words upon the disadvantage of removing the study of obstetrics and gynecology fromn a general hospital to a special institution. We are in a phase of transition as regards our treatment of many conditions. Take for instance the treatment of malignant disease. We are all of us, I suppose, profoundly d-issatisfied with the results of operative treatment. We recognize that surgical operations so far have failed to cure in a large percentage of cases, and we look for other methods. The properties of radium are now in process of exploration, but at present we know little of dosage, of methods of application or of mode of action, but no one can doubt that radio-active substances are destined to play a very important role in the gynaecological clinic of the future. The best results will not be obtained by the gynecologist working alone, a band of workers is essential-the surgeon, the radiologist, the physicist, the chemist and the physiologist must all play their part. Such a combination is easy in a general hospital but it will be difficult, well nigh impossible, in a special institution. What I have said of malignant disease is equally true of
